Registration 4097P

External dimensions: 4100 length  1920 Width  1600 high

Internal: 2590 l x 1860 w x 1220 h (8.5 x 6), will take up to 3300 on the diagonal

Tailgate removable/lockable

Normal lights connector (no reversing lights)

Fits regular 1 7/8” towbar
Combination lock for spare wheel and tailgate both as for CF storage.

Trailer tends to be front-heavy when loaded so load heavier stuff last/at the back where possible. Tows well, even when there’s a bit of wind. Watch the weight of the spare when opening the tailgate.

Wheels: Commodore 4-cyl 5-stud 107 hub. Tyre 185/70R13 185mm wide 70 aspect ratio (height to width), Radial, 13 in, Load rt 96, Speed rated.

Costs: trailer $1280 +40 deliv plus $44 towball lock plus $20 mirror extender plus $20 padlock plus paint.brushes plus new spare $45 plus board $20 plus paint $15 + ?27 and primer $25 and sealant/turps etc. $15 and extra padlock $20

== story in April 2007 FTT:

The Barony Buys a Trailer

After our success in buying some long-term storage for the Canterbury Faire site (see http://tinyurl.com/3atyzr for a photo story), the Southron Gaard Council late last year decided to get a Baronial Trailer.

Its main proposed purpose was to permanently store and easily carry "standard event" stuff, including the Baronial Pavilion, thrones, mats, chests, banners, poles and also the Barony's marshalling gear -- preferably with a bit of extra capacity for bigger events (like CF) and added flexibility.

Thus, the need was for a water-tight covered trailer which was in reasonable condition, easy to tow, of decent size and for the right price - under $2,000.

These proved to be rather hard to find in our price range but, after much searching by Mistress Roheisa in particular, a good candidate was found -- in New Plymouth! Not an easy purchase, you might imagine, but here's where the NZ SCA network proved its worth.

Lady Yngvildr's dad happens to be a mechanic based in New Plymouth, so he very kindly took care of the essential inspection step at very short notice. (We'd previously all-but-bought a trailer from someone in Tauranga; friends of ours who were on a North Island tour went all the way to Tauranga from Hamilton to check it out -- and gave it a big thumbs down!)

The price on the New Plymouth trailer being agreed -- a very reasonable $1,320 -- the vendor also agreed to drive the trailer to Hamilton for us. This was handy, because Lady Sancha (from Darton) agreed to pick it up during a visit to those parts, and get it to Wellington. And from there, our Lord Bjorn arranged for his colleagues to spirit it across the water and safely down the island to its new home.

We did some initial tweaking, then put the trailer through its paces for Canterbury Faire, and found it to be very roomy and easy to tow, though a bit front-heavy if not loaded carefully. Several small leaks (plus roomy gaps between the floorboards) were spotted and flagged for attention after we'd recovered from CF.

The first step in bringing it into tip-top shape was carried out by Lord Dieter, who added bracing for the optional slide-in shelf, and angle brackets which can be used to stow banner poles and the like up high out of the way.

He also replaced a few missing rivets and mounted the spare tyre on the back door, which conveniently improved the trailer's balance as well. And he added one or two subtle security features (those who need to know, do...)

http://sg.sca.org.nz/scaimgs/trailer/ SCALeftTag.jpg and

http://sg.sca.org.nz/scaimgs/trailer/ SCACloseUp.jpg show welded SCA markers on the chassis
Then the sealing and painting crew got to work - Sir Vitale, Lord Dauid, Scott, Her Excellency katherine and me. After considerable scrubbing, cleaning and masking, the trailer looked like this:

http://sg.sca.org.nz/scaimgs/trailer/Scrubbed.jpg

Much sealing work was also done at this point, mainly on the floorboards, which were then further covered by stapled truck tarpaulin.

Sir Vitale then wielded a spraygun to apply undercoat -- you can see him in his element here, with the slide-in shelf behind him:

http://sg.sca.org.nz/scaimgs/trailer/VitaleUndercoat.jpg

A couple of weeks later, H.E. katherine and I finished the paint job, ran some serious water-tightness tests and consequently added some extra sealing to roof and tailgate.

Here's the result:

http://sg.sca.org.nz/scaimgs/trailer/FrontSide.jpg

The aim of the paint job was not beauty, nor even branding, but simply distinctiveness - "steal me, and you'll have to hide me damned well or repaint me immediately". Or join a circus...

With the tailgate up, it looks like this:

http://sg.sca.org.nz/scaimgs/trailer/BackClosed.jpg

And when open, you can see the added tailgate edge sealing, the slide-in shelf near the front, and a handy Bag of Useful Stuff hanging from one of the brackets:

http://sg.sca.org.nz/scaimgs/trailer/BackOpen.jpg

On behalf of the Barony, thank you to all those associated with the new trailer's purchase and refurbishment.

Long may she roll!

Instructions to Dieter Feb 07:

* The mechanic who inspected it for us before we bought it reported 

"it has a spot of chassis rust in one place, fixable with a welded 

plate". Please find and fix.  He didn’t find anything significant at all.

* "Southron Gaard" or "SG" identifiers should be arc-welded in two or 

three places on the chassis - even if later ground off by a thief, 

they would remain obvious.

* a simple L bracket should be mounted on the front centre inner frame so it creates some support at the centre of the shelf when it is mounted on the runners. Also, it would be good to put a reinforcing lip on the outer edge of the shelf, e.g. a steel tube along one edge so it has less cause to sag. Best cut slightly short of left and right edges so the lip can be mounted facing down if people want to, and not foul the runners.

* two brackets should be welded diagonally to the existing inner frame along 

the top right side, so a bunch of pavilion poles etc. can be stored 

up in those brackets. The bottom-most point the brackets can come to is marked with a pencil line on the front frame - that height is perfect because it means the shelf will clear the brackets if it is dropped on top of the Baronial thrones when they are in the trailer (they are significantly higher than the normal shelf runner, but dropping the shelf on them has been tested and works fine).

* might also be possible to create a couple of loops to hang the main 

pavilion ridge-pole diagonally from the roof. The pole is 2790 x 45 x 

90mm. Probably just extra fuss though, not necessary.  Didn’t bother.
* should be possible to make some kind of permanent spare-tyre mount somewhere (e.g. towbar or, preferably, outside back gate - the latter is best because the trailer is typically front-heavy due to the axle placement).

* a few skin rivets are missing and need to be replaced to prevent skin flexing and leaking

Trailer next steps – Jan 17 07

Hi folks,

  Now that most of you have had a gander at the trailer, herewith my proposals to tweak it a bit. Once we've sanity-checked and agreed the proposed approach, I intend to tackle them piecewise as time and energy allows; the only major step requiring a working bee might be the painting.

Very rough costings are next to each step; thus far the trailer cost has been $1320 delivered, including a towball lock.

* Change ownership at our end (SCA Southron Gaard, Peregrine's address), about $15 I think.

DONE $20 * Combination lock for tailgate, $30

DONE $45 * Spare. I'm told it's probably a Holden Commodore hub so should be relatively easy/inexpensive. Maybe $80 tops.

DONE but seal * Some cheap lino or similar to lay on the floor and stop water coming up through the board gaps while travelling. $20. In fact, I think I have some old truck covers in our warehouse that will do fine.

DONE $20 * Board to lay on (existing) rails to provide two shelves at the front interior of the trailer; removable. $10.

DONE $20 * Extension mirror for towing cars; the trailer is bulky enough that this is really necessary; I'll try and find something that's quick to fit on a range of vehicles, even if it costs a bit more.  Something like http://www.tow-n-see.com/ looks ideal, or maybe just http://tinyurl.com/2mpzzr  $30

[should get this far before CF]

* Welding etc. Yngvildr's dad reported "one point of chassis rust, fixable with a welded plate" so I'd get that done and at the same time get "Southron Gaard" or "SG" identifiers welded in a couple of points on the chassis - even if ground off they would be obvious. Also replace a couple of missing rivets. Finally, I think it would be well worthwhile and easy to get some brackets welded diagonally to the existing frame along the top right side, so most of the poles can be stored up in those brackets, off the floor; might also see if we can create loops to hang the main pole diagonally from the roof also. And I'll check whether a bracket for the spare can be welded on the front, though there's heaps of room inside.

I'll see if Dieter is interested in doing all this; if not I'll get a friend of a friend to do it, not sure of total cost but unlikely to be much more than $100.

BOUGHT MOST PAINT, NEED GOOD RED, NEED SEALANT * Sealing and painting - it's about 14 sq metres so each coat of paint should need under 2 litres of paint. So I propose to get a new 2l can of exterior primer and buy one each of red and yellow partial tins of enamel (3l apiece) from http://www.trademe.co.nz/Browse/Listing.aspx?id=84631011  All up maybe $50 incl. brushes, turps and some marine sealant for small holes.

Total refurbishment cost is roughly $340 so the finished trailer will still be well within our $2000 budget.

Anything wrong, debatable or missed above?

NEW TRAILER INFO:

External dimensions: 4100 length  1920 Width  1600 high

Internal: 2590 l x 1860 w x 1220 h (8.5 x 6), will take up to 3300 on the diagonal

Tailgate removable/lockable

Normal lights connector (no reversing lights)

Fits regular 1 7/8” towbar
== Report from Wayne Randell:

Obviously a well-used trailer, but with only one defect that might give him pause if 

issuing a new warrant -- some rust on the chassis which could be fixed easily by welding a metal plate over it.

Other than that, his observations were:

* Decking is 4x1 or similar, some gaps, but easily sorted if necessary with e.g. a sheet of galv or ply.

* A few missing rivets and small holes in the cover, no issue to fix

* Wheels are a little far back so might be front-heavy unless we watch the loading. But said to tow well, and the Barony is unlikely to be loading it heavily in any case.

* Tyres are good, wheel hubs look to be Holden Commodore so easy to get e.g. for replacement or a spare.

* Tailgate ply is a little tired and has no sealing (easy) but still seems pretty waterproof

==

SG Trailer Report

October 2006

Prepared by: Bartholomew, Peregrine, Roheisa, Vitale

Introduction

The review group considered the main uses for a Baronial trailer, the 

kinds of trailers available, their new and second-hand prices, 

important purchase issues and running costs.  

Recommendation  

We suggest that a realistic budget would be between $1,500 and 

$2,000, at the higher end if an 8x4 is preferred.  

If Council decides to set a budget, they could authorise the trailer 

group who compiled this report to watch for suitable candidates and, 

after inspection by any two of the group, to make a purchase on 

behalf of the Barony.  

Key requirements  

* Capacity to store and transport at least standard "outdoor" event 

gear including Baronial pavilion, poles and standards, list-field and 

marshalling gear; additional capacity desirable.  

* Towable by a range of vehicle sizes when loaded  

* Lockable, waterproof, reasonable longevity (i.e. good condition, 

especially paintwork)  

* Desirably have proper storage for its spare tyre, a jockey wheel  

* For added security, we should purchase a tow-ball lock ($40)  

* Also for security reasons, the trailer should desirably be 

overpainted very distinctively (e.g. SG colours) but without 

permanent signage or heraldry which would say "this trailer contains 

valuable medieval stuff". Removable (e.g. magnetic) signage saying 

"SCA/Southron Gaard" and the website address would be a very good 

idea for when it is parked near events.  

To meet these requirements, the Barony needs an enclosed, lockable 

"shuttle"-style trailer in adequate condition. The size options are:  

* 8'x4' (ideal, especially considering occasional need for more than 

"standard stuff")  

* 7'x4' (adequate, but harder to load efficiently due to pole 

lengths)  

* 6'x4' (only usable with significant modifications after purchase)  

In all cases, the ridge-pole of the Baronial Pavilion will need to be 

made into a two-part pole in order to be stored inside the trailer. 

This is very desirable.  

Expected Purchase Costs  

A new trailer costs $2,500 to $3,000.  

Second-hand trailers of adequate condition range from $1,600 to 

$2,500, depending on size and quality. Availability is fairly good.  

Less expensive options exist. For example Baron Sigurd has a 6x4 

trailer for under $1000, but it would need an immediate repaint 

($400) and modifications due to its small size. The same issues would 

arise with almost any trailer under $1,500.  

Ownership and Running costs  

Desirably, the registered owner of the trailer should be the Barony 

(with a local address) as an arm of SCA NZ Inc.  

Ordinary running costs are likely to be around $85 per year 

(registration and warrant) plus insurance (unknown). Longer term 

costs include occasional replacement tyres ($50), repainting ($400) 

and mechanical maintenance as required.  

Technical Information and Dimensions  

An unladen 6x4 trailer weighs around 220kg, an 8x4 about 270kg. Laden 

weights would differ more, but the Baronial trailer is not often 

likely to be loaded as heavily as a private user might load their own 

trailer. It is also likely to be mostly used "on the flat" and over 

relatively short distances.  

Therefore:  

a) most cars should be able to tow a loaded 8x4 Baronial trailer  

b) having a dual-axle (4-wheels) 8x4 is not very important, single-

axle should be fine

An 8 foot trailer is just under 2440mm long internally. A 6 foot 

trailer is 1830mm.  

Pole etc dimensions:  

* Baronial ridge pole (1): 2790 x 45 x 90mm (if we halved it, its 

half lengths would be fine in any size trailer)  

* Centre pole, top half (2): 1930mm x 75 x 75 - spikes very long  

* Centre pole, bottom half (2): 1780mm x 75 x 75 (incl. sleeve)  

* Wall pole (12): 2270 x 45 x 45 - spikes about 150mm  

* Big rattan banner poles (8): 2000mm, up to 40mm diameter  

* Baronial tables (12) are 1800mm x 670mm, about 75mm stacked depth 

(these would not normally be stored/carried)  

* Internal height should be more than 800mm to allow thrones to be 

carried; most shuttle trailers are 1200mm.  

Modifying a 6x4 to make it usable:

There are two requirements:

1) Add a false floor across the full width of the trailer, about 

150mm deep. There would be room under it for all poles, rugs, banners 

and some pavilion wall canvas. On top, there would still be 

sufficient height to load the Baronial thrones, and room for all 

remaining items such as list-field, chests etc.  

2) Punch a hole in the centre front around 400mm wide by 150mm high 

and add an extension box about 450mm deep to the front to take the 

ends of (only) the longest poles  

The materials for this modification would be relatively inexpensive; 

perhaps $100. The task would require volunteer(s) from within the 

Barony with good metal- and woodworking skills.

