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Chronic Ramblings
Greetings to you all,
This particular edition of the
FTT has two positions within
the barony to fill. We have the
immediate need for a Web
Scribe and a Quartermaster.
We also have a few whose
terms will be up within the
next few months, a couple
which happen to be Seneschal
and Captain of Archers, both
of which will be ending their
terms at Baronial Anniversary
next year. They will have their
respective ads put in next
month, but both Lord
Lowrens
and
Lord
Darayavaush would like a

candidate early for a smooth
transition.
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Kingdom of Lochac
King & Queen:

Lord Niall inn Orkneyski & Lady Liadan ingen Fheradaig

Please send award recommendations to crown@lochac.sca.org with a courtesy copy to B&B@sg.lochac.sca.org
Additional information can be found on the Kingdom website: www.lochac.sca.org.

Their Excellencies Speak
To the populace of Southron Gaard,
This month, we are going to talk about aspects of
voluntary work. Before proceeding to the main bit
thingy, we would like to thank two people who have
done much service for the Barony (and, of course,
their lovely ladies who have had put up them stolen
away for SCAdian purposes) in the time they have
devoted to our shared hobby.
Lord Lowrens is to step down from his role as
Seneschal. We thank him for fine work. We also
encourage any amongst you to consider taking up that
particular mantle.
We also wish to thank Lord Raffe for the use of
Showbiz as a place for storage and holding practices
and events. Alas, it will soon literally be no more, and
its like in size and availability will be very hard to find.
From time to time, officers, stewards, and people
looking after other aspects of our game, such as those
wrangling aspects of an event, may come a cropper.
Real life may intrude, or they may make an error in
calculations regarding the time some work requires.
They may realise they do not have the time or
resources to carry out a task they volunteered for, or
something may simply get forgotten.
Anyone can make such an error. The best thing to do
is to admit it as early as possible. This gives other
people time to make alternative plans to make up for
what has not been done or to find alternatives. It takes
considerable courage to admit to a mistake - I think
more courage than it takes to enter the lists, even
against someone you know will very clearly defeat you.
I have seen and heard of it being done several times.

When a volunteer makes such a mistake, and admits it,
so that they or others can set to fixing the problem, it
is right to respect them for that admission and move
on. They are, after all, a volunteer, and we should be
grateful that they offered their services and have done
what they are able to.
What is more difficult to be happy with is when a
volunteer either conceals the mistake/oversight until it
is too late to rectify, or worse, tries to blame others for
the error or its consequences. To the people affected,
this is unfair (to put it mildly) and subsequently makes
it less likely that they will want to do further work for
the group. We do not have the volunteers to spare, be
they cooks or cleaners, stewards, musicians, servers or
general helpers. It would be a shame to discourage
any who step forward.
Knowing when to admit to a mistake and make an
apology is a test of character. It can demonstrate the
bravery and chivalry worthy of any peer. Not knowing
is unfortunate. Knowing but refusing to do it, and
shifting the attention to others, is, well, regrettable.
What is not regrettable is the recent surge in
enthusiasm in the Barony. Various practices and
workshops have been well attended with some
spectacular progress on personal projects. We extend
heartfelt thanks to Baron Callum, Lady Isolde and
Lady Christine, in particular, for their efforts in recent
weeks.
Yours in Service

Oswyn and Isabel Maria
Baron and Baroness of Southron Gaard
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Seneschal’s Comments
In last month's FTT column, I noted that, on
average, one of the Barony's offices changes hands
about every other month. The office of Seneschal
is no different.
Currently, I plan to be stepping down at Baronial
Anniversary next year. Therefore, it is coming up
to time to be raising the matter of my successor in
people's minds.
The process of appointment is thus: a candidate
applies to the Kingdom Seneschal, with a copy to
the Baron and Baroness to keep them informed.
When applications are closed, the Kingdom
Seneschal consults as he or she sees fit, and makes
the appointment, with the usual two week period
for comment from members of the Barony.
I would hope that this appointment will be
confirmed by about Canterbury Faire next year.
This would give an opportunity for the new
Seneschal to understudy for a month or so before
formally taking office. When I took office, my
predecessor, Oswyn, had his own challenges with
having taken up the other major positions in the
Barony, and consequently, our handover was less
managed than desirable, which in turn made my
first few months a bit more challenging. I see no
reason to repeat this next time.
As well as the handover period, I will be available
to the new Seneschal as deputy/backup for a
further several months.
What is entailed in the position of Seneschal? The
Officer Job Descriptions document on the
Southron
Gaard
website
(at
http://sg.lochac.sca.org/docs/OfficerDescription
s.doc) lists the basic duties, and I would not
quibble with any of these, but there is always the

other stuff as well, that falls under the general
heading of "as required".
The "what" of the office is not so much the issue
as the "why". Why would you want to become
Seneschal? It's certainly not a ceremonial position.
There is no function at Court, nor any fancy garb
trimmings. It's mostly about stewardship, for all
the large and small background things that make
the fun and shiny things, the events and other
activities, possible and easy. In a nutshell, it is
about service, that magic stuff that powers our
Society and many, many, others, and other people
have written much more about it and better, than I
can or will attempt.
So, now is a time to be thinking about this, and, if
you want more insight into what is involved,
please talk to me. There will be no commitment
or expectation implied or taken from any enquiry.
As a final thought, I leave you with the Seneschals'
motto: "It's not such an awful job. Really."
In service
Lowrens

Seneschal
Southron Gaard
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Final Flourishes
Have you ever wondered how to end a letter with humility, with familiarity or with flattery?
Below are just a few examples that you may be able to use to spice up your letters and you may even
get a few ideas of your own from these letter endings.






















Acknowledging myself deeply bound unto your Lordship for many sundry
favors, I do remain in all humble reverence...
Finding myself many ways beholding unto your exceeding courtesies, I end...
Praying the Almighty to have your Lordship evermore in his gracious
protection, I humbly take my leave...
Your worship in this, besides many other occasions having perpetually bound
me, how can I but rest such, as you have expected and shall ever find me...
Fearing in speeches, never with sufficiency to manifest the conceit I have of
your most honourable favours, I solace myself with the remembrance, and
humbly leave your Lordship to your wonted perseverance...
Not forgetting how many ways I am charged to dutiful remembrance towards
you, I rest as I have professed...
Wishing unto you and yours, as much happiness as myself am clogged with
carefulness, I surcease...
Not forgetting due accustomed greetings and interchangeable well wishings,
my hasty Letter taketh end...
Weighing how much you are already busied, and not willing to keep you
further occupied, I end my long and tedious discourse, being in nothing
exempted from wonted salutations and accustomed kind of greetings...
Rejoicing not a little at the health of you and all other our friends, I heartily
bid you farewell...
Rending unto you as many thanks, as I conceived comfort of your good
entreatings, I leave to detain you...
Salute I pray you your friends in my name, and think in my best and serious
wishes I never forget you...
Your Lordship's most devoted and loyally affected...
He that labours to live and die in your Honourable service...
At your worship's gentle command...
Yours as you like to have me...
Yours most affectionate...
Yours devoted till death...
Yours in whatsoever to be employed...

Here is hoping that these few letter endings will help to be both polite, and help you have something
to end with for all occasions.
Written by Eva y Bwa
Material provided by Master Brian
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These are provisional minutes of the most recent council meeting. These minutes have been edited for space and have
not been accepted as a true and accurate record of the meeting. Send any corrections to the Baronial Seneschal.

Southron Gaard Council Meeting
Wednesday 14th August 2013
PRESENT: Calach (Bevan), Eva (Sarah),
Darayavaush (Damon), Isolde (Christine), Callum
(Bob), Lucia (Betty), Lowrens (Scott), Quentin
(Melina)
APOLOGIES: Oswyn (Carl), Isabel
(Miriam), Mahasti (Agate), Elena (Niamh)

Maria

MEETING OPENED: 7:35pm

that (quarterly report) form that Mýrún wants.
Financial Summary:
Income for July $1491.58
Expenses $364.37
Net gain $1127.21
Total (cash) assets at 13 August: $27,900.89,
liabilities $463.00, hence net worth $27,437.89.

OFFICER REPORTS:

HERALD (Lucia): Quarterly report sent to
Kingdom. Lady Mýrún has submitted name and
device registrations for a couple of people from
Dunedin (and kindly sent me a copy for the files),
and Baron Callum ran a banner workshop which
went very well.

B&B (Oswyn and Isabel Maria): A very quiet
month. Attended a Make Cafe A&S evening.
Correspondence with the Seneschal re vacant
offices and applicants: also regarding the storage
of Baronial property (mostly incoming from the
Seneschal). Discussions with members of the
populace re access to information regarding
Baronial accounts and Courts. Correspondence
received from HE Katherine re images of comets
to be drawn upon for the coming Canterbury
Faire. Isabel Maria attended the archery
competition, and took a couple of pictures for
FTT.

ARTS AND SCIENCES (Isolde): A bit quiet,
activity-wise, with a visit to the Make Cafe during
the past month, to carry on with projects.
Had correspondence with Lady Christine, who is
returning to Christchurch on Saturday 24th August,
where we will meet at Sir Callum's school premises
to have two days of sewing and making. Plans for
people to join in dinner out afterwards.
Correspondence with Lady Elisabetta and Lord
Raffe re A & S collegium, pencilled in for the later
part of this year. No firm dates/progress as yet.
Correspondence with two Kingdom Laurels re
participating in A & S teaching for our barony.

SENESCHAL (Lowrens): Correspondence with
B&B and Kingdom officers about officer
vacancies and appointments, with B&B and Sigurd
and others re Baronial trailer, with Briford Trailers
re trailer inspection, with Richard and others re
signing up a storage container, with Raffe re
moving remaining Baronial kit from Showbiz site,
with Raffe re the demo at Antique Arms, with
Antonia and Reeve re credit card and other CF
payment options, with SCANZ committee re
property insurance, with Reeve and Richard about
sundry expense claims.
No detectable cultural activity.

CHRONICLER (Eva): Attended the Yule
Archery Tourney, shot and enjoyed myself.
Attended Sir Callum’s workshop day, mostly
finished my banner I decided to create. Got the
FTT out on time, and had correspondence with
the B&B, the Seneschal, Lord Calach and Lord
Darayavaush.

PREVIOUS MINUTES: No discussion. Carried
and accepted.

REEVE (Mahasti): There was much reeving
though mostly in preparation and I am working on

WEBWRIGHT (Vacant): This office is currently
vacant. There is an ad in FTT. Waiting for
applications...
CHATELAINE (Quentin): A quiet month.
Looking to move most garb to the storage
container. As long as garb is enclosed, it should be
fine.
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QUARTERMASTER (Vacant): This office is
currently vacant. Have signed up a storage
container at Belfast for six months (to 1 Feb
2014). On 3 August, Raffe, Callum, Calach and
Lowrens moved remaining kit from Showbiz to
the container. Lowrens currently holds the access
card and padlock keys to the container. The trailer
is squatting at Lowrens' place, and it would be nice
to have it somewhere else. Advert for new QM is
currently running in FTT.
CONSTABLE (Bjorn): Nothing to report.
MARSHALL (Callum): Martially little activity.
Ran a banner workshop, and plan to use the
Linwood Intermediate School for a Collegium.
Did a light-weight demo at Ilam Primary School.
CAPTAIN OF ARCHERS (Darayavaush): Not a
lot happened this last month. The weather was not
conclusive to much archery. I did attend and run
the Yule archery tourney, and Callum's stuff day.
Correspondence with the Chronicler, and other
captains via the archers list discussing archers
rankings; also correspondence with Tony Simpson
(Principal of Phillipstown School) for the use of
their field for archery practice, and have the green
light. Archery in Dunedin moves slowly as their
appointed captain does not have the archery
equipment - I'm not sure where it is; it seems to
have been scattered amongst various peoples.
CAPTAIN OF RAPIER (Elena): Captain of
Rapier has been inundated with Real-life (tm) due
to injury, work stress, house flooding (and an
enforced move out for 5 weeks living out of a
suitcase) so very little to report.
Due to a lack of indoor venues, and being
midwinter, Sunday practices have been sporadic at
best due to weather. However one of our number
has been doing some work on Cappo Ferro and
has the interest of several other participants
weather permitting.
As the weather warms we will be looking to work
on Authorisations and MIT training.
There have been no tournaments held in the last
quarter.
CHIRURGEON (Kotek): No report received.
EVENT REPORTS:
Recent Events:
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Midwinter Encampment: Post event report
received from Mýrún. Had 8 adults/2 children, 9
at the feast. The Baron attended but held no court.
The site is a good one. Well stocked kitchen with
two good ovens; well placed bunk rooms.
Expenses $476, income $367, hence net loss $109,
due to lower attendance than budget.
Antique Arms Demo: Lots of interest in the SCA
stand, from young to 80 years. Came runner-up in
the "best display" prize. Good interest from the
attendees in the fighting displays, and more
contacts from the (overblown) Press report.
Helpers were John, Raffe, Calach, Callum,
Gregory.
Upcoming Events:
Rumours of a collegium/workshop event in
September will actually be the weekend of 24
August at Linwood Intermediate School.
We have an invitation to attend the Ellesmere
A&P Show in October. Lowrens to gauge interest
and reply.
Quentin expects to present Golden Flight bid at
September's Council.
Only a feast cook remains to be found; other
helpers are arranged.
GENERAL BUSINESS:
Storage update: A container in Belfast is hired
for 6 months to 1st Feb 2014. The stuff from the
Showbiz lock up has been moved there. The
trailer is currently at the Seneschal's place – would
be nice to move it somewhere else.
Update on insurance: Using information to
hand, SG could easily list about $15k replacement
costs for the large items that we own. Library
replacement not yet costed. Lowrens to pass this
number back to SCANZ committee for
consideration. No news what Ildhafn or Darton
are doing re this.
Ranking of Archers: Darayavaush has been part
of discussion on the Archers list about ranking
methods within local groups.
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Politarchopolis using IKAC score as a basis, other
groups use Royal Round scores. He proposed a
system of tokens such as described at
http://sca.uwaterloo.ca/DistantShore/archery.h
m, based on at least three scores a year to qualify.
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Darayavaush to send this proposal to the B&B for
consideration.
MEETING CLOSED: 8:05pm

September 2013
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

12

13

14

19

20

21

26

27

28

Heavy Combat
Practice*
Rapier Practice*
Archery Practice*

8

Scriptorium

9

10

11

Heavy Combat UCMRS Dancing Stuff Night
Practice*
Rapier Practice*
Archery Practice*

SG Council
Meeting

15

18

16

17

Heavy Combat UCMRS Dancing Seamsters
Practice*
Rapier Practice*
Archery Practice*

Scriptorium

22

25

23

Heavy Combat UCMRS Dancing
Practice*
Rapier Practice*
Archery Practice*

29

30

Heavy Combat UCMRS Dancing
Practice*
Rapier Practice*
Archery Practice*

24

FTT submission
deadline
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October 2013
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

10

11

12

17

18

19

24

25

26

Scriptorium

6

7

8

9

Heavy Combat UCMRS Dancing Stuff Night
Practice*
Rapier Practice*
Archery Practice*

SG Council
Meeting

13

16

14

15

Heavy Combat UCMRS Dancing Seamsters
Practice*
Rapier Practice*
Archery Practice*

Scriptorium

20

23

21

22

FTT submission
deadline

Heavy Combat UCMRS Dancing
Practice*
Rapier Practice*
Archery Practice*

27

28

Heavy Combat UCMRS Dancing
Practice*
Rapier Practice*
Archery Practice*

MARTIAL PRACTICES

29

30

31

Scriptorium

ARTS GATHERINGS

Heavy Combat Practice* Sundays
Stuff Night — from 7:30pm on the
from 10am–noon at Jellie Park
second Tuesday of the month.
Topics or projects to be announced
Rapier Practice* —
on SG list.
Sundays at Kirkwood starting 1212.30pm
Dance — from 7:30pm on 2nd and
4th Tuesdays of the month at the
Archery* — on fine Sundays from
Riccarton Community Centre
1pm at Kirkwood Intermediate, (use
(opposite corner of Clarence and
Kirkwood Avenue entrance) or
Dixon St). In hiatus
Phillipstown School if soggy ground.
Email: archers@sg.lochac.sca.org
Seamsters Guild — from 7:30pm on
third Tuesday of the month.
Location to be advised on SG list
each month.

ORGANISATIONAL MEETING

Council Meeting —
Second Wednesday of the month,
from 7:30pm. Upper Riccarton Public
Library, 71 Main South Road.

All welcome..
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Southron Gaard Regnum
(Being a list of the current Baronial Officers and their official email addresses)

Baron & Baroness:
Seneschal:
Tour d’Or Herald:
Reeve:
Knight Marshal:
Arts & Sciences:
Chronicler:
Chatelaine:
Chirurgeon
Constable:
Crescents Officer
Librarian
Quartermaster:
Web scribe:
Captain of Archers:
Captain of Rapier:
Lists Officer:

Oswyn Carolus and Isabel Maria del Aguila
Lowrens Wilyamson
Lucia Anastasiia da Curzola
Mahasti Sayida al Barraniya
Callum Macleod
Isolde Giustiniani
Currently Vacant
Quentin Maclaren
Kotek Torzhokskoi
Bjorn Svartsson
Veronica of Southron Gaard
Melisande de Massard
Currently Vacant
Currently Vacant
Darayavaush Ah.râr
Elena Sophia Luciano de Medici
Currently Vacant

BandB@sg.lochac.sca.org
seneschal@sg.lochac.sca.org
herald@sg.lochac.sca.org
reeve@sg.lochac.sca.org
marshal@sg.lochac.sca.org
arts@sg.lochac.sca.org
chronicler@sg.lochac.sca.org
chatelaine@sg.lochac.sca.org
chirurgeon@sg.lochac.sca.org
constable@sg.lochac.sca.org
crescents@sg.lochac.sca.org
library@sg.lochac.sca.org
quartermaster@sg.lochac.sca.org
web@sg.lochac.sca.org
archers@sg.lochac.sca.org
rapier@sg.lochac.sca.org
lists@sg.lochac.sca.org

Officer Vacancies
Web Minister / Webscribe Wanted
VACANCY - WE NEED A NEW WEBSCRIBE!!!
The role description is available from the Baronial Officers’ job descriptions at
http://sg.lochac.sca.org/regnum.shtml
“In charge of creating and updating Baronial Web pages and mail redirections and keeping Baronial
communications and information flowing smoothly.”
Capabilities required:
• Knowledge of html, ftp, file management and some image editing;
• Computer and internet access;
• Approximately one hour per week on average.
• Good grasp of English.
Please send your applications to the Southron Gaard Seneschal at seneschal@sg.lochac.sca.org and the
Lochac Kingdom web minister at webwright@lochac.sca.org.
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Quartermaster Wanted
VACANCY - WE NEED A NEW QUARTERMASTER!!!!
Now that Lord Angus has served his term, and more, this office of the Barony stands empty.
The duties of the Quartermaster are:
* To manage the storage and to keep track of Baronial equipment,
* To ensure clean and secure storage of the Baronial equipment,
* Communicate with event stewards/cooks regarding required equipment for events, and arrange pick
up/drop off,
* To maintain the Baronial Inventory, and check off returned equipment,
* Report to Council regarding status of equipment, including loss, damage, replacement or new equipment
required.
The quartermaster is a deputy to the Seneschal and reports to him/her as well as the Council.
The amount of Baronial gear is currently beyond the scope of most of us being able to provide our own
storage space (about a single-car garage space). At present, the Barony has access to free lockable storage
in central Christchurch, thanks to connections at Showbiz.
Because of other things going on in central Christchurch, Showbiz have to move out later this year, and
therefore so do we. We are resigned to having to pay for commercial storage for a while until we find a
new home for our stuff.
This is all by way of saying that you don't personally have to provide storage to be the QM - it's about
keeping tabs on what we have and who needs it, and when.
If you think that you could be the next Quartermaster, please contact the Seneschal
seneschal@sg.lochac.sca.org with a copy to the Baron and Baroness bandb@sg.lochac.sca.org.
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SCA (NZ) Inc. Membership
There are two different types of membership available to event
participants in New Zealand:
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SCA Groups in
New Zealand
(see websites for more details)

OTAGO

Subscribing Membership:
grants full rights of participation in the SCA (including voting, entering
Crown Tournaments, holding office and affiliate membership with
overseas branches).

College of St Kessog
(dormant)
http://kessog.lochac.sca.org

Subscribing membership also includes a subscription to Pegasus, the
Lochac Kingdom Newsletter in either electronic or paper form.
1 Year with E-Pegasus $ 15.00
3 Years with E-Pegasus $ 30.00
1 Year with Pegasus
3 years with Pegasus

$ 45.00
$105.00

Incipient Canton of
Wildmoor

WELLINGTON
Shire of Darton

Event Membership:
For all non-members aged 18 years or over attending an event.
Event membership lasts for the duration of that event only and is not
sufficient to hold office or fight in Crown Tournament etc.
If the event has a cost, and it is not held by a College, the levy will be
charged.
Per event

$ 2.00

http://darton.lochac.sca.org
Sun: Fight Practice
Tues: Arts & Sciences

College of St Aemigdius
(dormant)
http://aemigdius.lochac.sca.org

AUCKLAND
Barony of Ildhafn

A SCA(NZ) Inc. membership form is included on the final page of this
newsletter, or can be accessed on the SCA(NZ) website.
For further information visit the official SCA(NZ) Inc. website at:
www.sca.org.nz

http://ildhafn.lochac.sca.org
Sunday:
Monday:
(biweekly)
Wednesday:
Thursday:

A & S, Singing
Sewing
Fencing
Dance

College of St Dionysius
(dormant)
http://stdionysius.lochac.sca.org

HAMILTON
Canton of Cluain
http://cluain.lochac.sca.org
Wed: Fight Practice (non SCA)
3rd Sat: Hastilude
3rd Sun: Archery
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