FROM THE TOWER

OCTOBER 2015 – Candidates Edition

PAGE 1

From The Tower
Special Edition

Barony of Southron Gaard
October AS L (2015) #2

FROM THE TOWER

OCTOBER 2015 – Candidates Edition

Chronic Ramblings

PAGE 2

Contents
Chronic Ramblings

2

Baronial Succession

3

Letter of Intent from
Lady Agnes and Lady
Elena

4

Letter of Intent from
Lady Aveline and Herrin
Chunegund

5

The November edition will be released as usual with event notices etc that
you wish to have printed.

Letter of Intent from
THL Ginevra and THL
Richard

7

Yours, in service to Southron Gaard,

Polling form

10

Eleanora

Regnum

12

Other Groups

13

SCANZ Information

13

Membership Form

14

Welcome to another special edition of From The Tower,
This special edition is to meet the requirements for the selection of a new
Baron and/or Baroness and so it contains only information about that.
Nominations have now closed and herein you will find our three sets of
nominees, their letters of intent and the polling form. Please read their letters
carefully and take the time to talk to them in the next couple of weeks.
Polling forms must be received by 31st October.

This is the October 2015 special issue of From the Tower, a publication of
the Barony of Southron Gaard of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc.
(SCA, Inc.). From the Tower is available online on the Southron Gaard
website at http://sg.lochac.sca.org/docs/ftt/.
It is not a corporate publication of SCA, Inc., and does not delineate SCA,
Inc. policies.

Credits for this issue:
Cover Art: Baronial Arms from our website
Candidate photos supplied by selves.
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Baronial Succession
About the Poll
In order to assist Their selection, the Crown seeks opinions and comments from people in this Barony and
elsewhere. If you wish to make comment, this must be done using the form (Word doc format or PDF
version below).
You can respond by email: take a copy of the form below, edit it with your opinions, and send it to their
Majesties at crown@lochac.sca.org, or just place your answers to the questions in the form in a plain email
and send it to their Majesties.
You can also respond by physical mail: print a copy of the form, write your comments to it and send it to
Southron Gaard Baronial Succession
c/o Scott Campbell
10 Clotilda Place
Bishopdale
Christchurch 8053
The polling forms are available as either:



a PDF: sg.lochac.sca.org/docs/SouthronGaardBaronial_polling_form.pdf, or a
Word Document: sg.lochac.sca.org/docs/SouthronGaardBaronial_polling_form.doc

Succession Timeline
11 Sept
B&B
announce
stepping
down

15 Sept
Nominations
open

4 Oct
Nominations
close

10 Oct
Candidates
announced:
polling
opens.

31 Oct
Polling
closes.

7 Nov
Baronial
Successors
announced
by Crown.

TBA
Successors
elevated.

We Are
Here

The Candidates
These three couples have offered themselves for selection:
Baroness Agnes Graye and Lady Elena di Luciano de Medici (Robyn and Niamh Winters).
The Honourable Lady Aveline Goupil and Herrin Chunegund Screivogelin (Sandra Wheeler and Joanna
Squires)
The Honourable Lord Richard d'Allier and The Honourable Lady Ginevra Isabella di Serafino Visconti
(Richard Goodwin and Elizabeth Kent)
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Letter of Intent from
Lady Agnes and Lady Elena
Unto their Excellencies, Peers, Lords and Ladies of Southron Gaard, do we send greetings.
We, Agnes Graye and Elena di Luciano de Medici ask to be considered as candidates for the
stewardship of this fair Barony, and to serve as the 6th Baronial representatives to the Crown of
Lochac.
We have been a part of Southron Gaard for 15 and 6 years respectively, and during that time we have
supported and promoted this barony through diverse action. We have run several events and aided in
the running of many more. We have held several offices over the years to help enable this Barony to
function through both peaceful and trying times.
Baroness Agnes has been a fixture for all of her 15 years as both a tireless worker (and more recently
a Proprietor) of the Mangy Mongol coffee house, as well as acting as a Lady in Waiting for both our
current Baroness as well as to several of our recent Majesties. Her keen interest in a range of the Arts
and Sciences, from costuming, weaving and the study of medieval medicine has provided this Barony
with a capable and enthusiastic officer, and previous Baronial A&S champion.
Lady Elena is a participant in the noble art of defence, is an authorised marshal of the same and is
working toward the same role in both Heavy combat and soon on the Archery field. She has been
recognised locally for her services to the Marshalate, has held office in these areas as well, and has also
served as Baronial champion in the art of Fencing.
Between us, we believe we hold many of the skills advantageous to acting as Baroness and Baroness
(hopefully Lochac's first). Agnes is of a creative bent across many disciplines, and has extensive skills
in areas of planning, organisation, and has a keen eye for detail. Elena finds her forte in public
relations, communication, crisis management (and in managing Agnes) We believe, like those before
us, that pagentry is an important part of the Society and wish to promote it wherever possible. Having
said that, we also believe that we do this for fun and with a desire to make each 'shining moment' one
you remember for the right reasons.
If selected, we intend to keep a strong internal Baronial focus. Due the Earthquakes, the last 5 years
have been trying and painful for many of the populace, in that as with all natural disasters, people
withdraw and focus on what is important to them and their family. We have noted this and wish to
work to foster communication, participation and retention. Communication, by making ourselves
accessible to all members of the populace, with a view to hosting regular open nights for the populace
to visit and speak on their current plans and activities. Participation: We wish to support the populace
and provide them with a safe, interesting and welcoming environment to continue to come back to,
and encourage and reward their service and commitment. Retention in that as with the above, we
need to welcome newcomers and help them find both their feet and their passion so that they may
stay and add to this Barony and Kingdom.
Yours in service to the dream,
Baroness Agnes Graye and Lady Elena di Luciano de Medici
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Letter of Intent from
Lady Aveline and Herrin Chunegund
Unto Their Royal Majesties Steffan and Branwen, Baronial Seneschal The Honourable Lord Richard
d’Allier, Their Excellencies Baron Oswyn Carolus and Baroness Isabel Maria del Aguila, and also unto
the populace of Southron Gaard, does the Honourable Lady Aveline Goupil and Herrin Chunegund
Screivogelin send humble greetings.
This missive shall serve as our honest intention to put ourselves forward for consideration as the next
Baronesses of Southron Gaard. We have deliberated extensively regarding what we, as individuals,
could bring to this partnership and the Barony and concluded that the combination of our skills,
experiences, and many enthusiasms could be aptly employed in serving Southron Gaard in this
fashion.
We would like to see our Barony rediscover the joy that was once felt in ‘the Dream’, to recall what it
is to have a variety of events and activities to participate in, to engage in pomp and circumstance at
times, or to delve into the rich living history and educational opportunities that are increasingly
available, to experience afresh how the SCA looks to an enthusiastic newcomer, to recall what it is to
simply play and have fun with friends and family, to not feel that they must do a task, because there is
no one else with the experience or will to take it on.
Looking around at the Barony, the SCA, and indeed amongst many volunteer run hobbies, there is a
theme that arises again and again. Our most committed membership is aging, other members are
drifting away or left feeling disenfranchised, and there are insufficient newcomers, younger people or
families taking up the pastimes. We would endeavour to turn this around by providing an atmosphere
of welcome and acceptance, a largely relaxed environment, that will still provide a sense of pageantry
and inspiration when the occasion calls for it. By working to support those members who wish to
break into positions of responsibility in the Barony, but perhaps don’t quite have the confidence or
knowledge of how to do so, we hope to increase the potential pool of stewards, cooks, and officers
and with this, a flow of fresh ideas and enthusiasm that does so much to increase the enjoyment of all.
We would also encourage and support the formation of groups outside of the heartland of the
Barony, and having one each of the baronial pair in Christchurch and Dunedin will help to ensure a
more even voice and understanding throughout the Barony. Southron Gaard is quite large in
geographic area and experiencing an increasing volume of its paid membership outside of the
founding city.
Good Lords, Ladies, and gentles. We hope and pray that you will consider us as worthy heirs to
Baron Oswyn and Baroness Isabel Maria, to represent and commend you unto the Crown of Lochac,
to pass on the words of the Crown to you, to allow us the privilege and honour of serving you, and,
one day, to pass on a stronger and more vibrant Barony in our turn.
En Service, The Honourable Lady Aveline Goupil
im dienat, Herrin Chunegund Screivogelin
THL Aveline has been participating in the SCA for six years, more or less diving straight into the
deep end of the millers pond by undertaking officer positions, starting as the Seneschal of the College
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of St Kessog, then moving to a Baronial officer position as Chronicler, where she was privileged to
win the William Blackfox award for Best Newsletter in the Known World (2012). Upon completion
of her term as Chronicler, she served as the Kingdom Deputy Exchequer, said role finishing early in
2015. Currently, Aveline is Tour d’Or Herald for Southron Gaard and protégé to Master
Bartholomew Baskin.
Event stewarding is a strong area of expertise for Aveline, who has stewarded five good sized events
(with the 6th upcoming this October) and a few minor events during her time. Along with this, she
was the Meal Plan Coordinator for Canterbury Faire three years running. Over the last few years she
has begun to share the lessons learnt in these various roles with others, by teaching classes at
collegiums, Stuff Nights, and Faire; writing articles for From the Tower, and being available as a
mentoring resource to new stewards, feast cooks and in other capacities.
Aveline also enjoys a wide range of the activities of the SCA, participating in many different aspects of
A&S, including but not restricted to cooking, brewing, embroidery and leatherwork; is an authorised
heavy fighter, keen (if not very good) archer, and is working on her rapier authorisation and heavy
marshal authorisations. As a former Lady in Waiting to her Excellency Baroness Isabel Maria, and
current Herald, Aveline has experience with the requirements of running Courts and this aspect of the
Society.
Herrin Chunegund Screivogelin came to Southron Gaard in 2008. I was dazzled by the elegance of
court, the intricacies of dance, and the general community spirit that pervades this land. After taking
lessons in both dance and Arabic drumming, I have sought to hand these skills on to any gentle who
is willing. To that end, I have taught classes at collegia and Canterbury Faire, stewarded a hafla, and
run balls during other events. I have a habit of volunteering for small services within an event rather
than the running of an entire event itself. In 2011, I became the Chatelaine, and through this office I
instigated the Canterbury Faire Newcomer Tours, and organised the labelling of all the loaner garb.
For this last, I received a Tour d'Or. I see the SCA as something that one can spend their life doing,
and so pace myself accordingly. In the years since being Chatelaine, I have been working on my
persona, increasing my general knowledge of history, and working on Voice Heraldry. I am now well
rested from the previous rigors of office and ready to take on a new long-term challenge.

Lady Aveline Goupil

Herrin Chunegund
Screivogelin
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Letter of Intent from
THL Ginevra and THL Richard
Unto Your Royal Majesties, King Steffan and Queen Branwen, and the Populace of Southron Gaard
do THL Ginevra Isabella di Serafino Visconti and THL Richard d’Allier send greetings.
From Ginevra:
I think of Canterbury Faire 2005 as my first SCA event, though I had attended a few events before
that with flatmates. I remember one morning in particular, sitting at the Mong and watching the sun
burning the mist off the field, chatting to people who I'd never met before, all engaged in different
tasks and feeling a sense of home and community and that has stayed with me. I later attended my
first court, and met the Queen, and had a delicious feast, but that quiet morning was when I first felt I
belonged here.
I've stewarded a number of events since then, including Canterbury Faires, a Yule, and this year's BA.
I've also worked as a sub-steward several times. I've greatly enjoyed the chance to work with a wide
number of people in these roles, and to learn from them about themselves, their other SCAdian
interests, how they see the SCA, and also about different approaches to meeting the challenges that
inevitably arise with event planning.
I've held a number of offices, including Reeve and Rapier Marshal. With the help of Mistress
katherine kerr, who was Baroness at the time, I started the annual Baroness' Rapier Tournament, as a
way of both raising the profile of rapier, but also encouraging greater pageantry, and more interesting
deaths, by giving all the landed Baroness' in attendance a chance to award the person they found most
inspiring, for whatever reason, as well as having a prize for the winner. I've also been deputy for a
number of offices, so am aware of the different challenges in each role, as well as the rewards they can
offer. I’ve been privileged to serve on a number of Courts, and greatly enjoyed the chance to see the
Barony from a different angle, and meet with people who I may not otherwise have come into contact
with.
I've been honoured with several awards for courtesy, service, and arts and sciences. The ones I value
most are my Rowan, and Freedom of the City of Ildhafn, because they represent to me the
importance of respect and courtesy and the relationships that I’ve been able to develop and maintain
with people throughout the Crescent Isles.
From Richard:
My first SCA event was the College of Reannag Fhara’s revel on the evening before Baronial
Investiture in 1996, which means I’ve been part of the SCA for just under 20 years. I still remember
these two events, particularly Sir Callum’s “broccoli” introduction, a tourney at Abberley Park
boasting some of the great Knights of the kingdom, the thunderous applause in the Great Hall when
Sir Callum was made a Court Baron, the investiture feast of four humors (melancholy, choler, phlegm
and blood - it tasted much better than the advertising made out) and particularly the wondrous
spectacle of a Royal Court and the joy of individuals and pride of the group as awards were presented
and efforts and talent were recognised.
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It’s safe to say that this had me hooked and since then I’ve endeavoured to emulate those that
inspired and awed me that day, and indeed since.
As a member of the SCA, I have benefited mightily from the work of others who have given their
time to run the group, put on events, or learned a craft or skill and passed that on to others. All of
these efforts are required to make the SCA what it is. I have always felt a duty to reciprocate these
efforts and have therefore held a number of offices for both the College and Barony, including
College and Baronial Reeve (twice), College and Baronial Marshal, College Herald, and College and
Baronial Seneschal. Particularly in the last 4-and-a-bit years I’ve been the Baronial Reeve and
Seneschal, with a short break in between.
As a result of holding these offices I’ve gained an appreciation of how much work is required to keep
the group running, how rewarding the jobs can be, and how great it feels when someone finally takes
over.
On top of being an officer I’ve stewarded many events, including a couple of feasts, Midwinter and
Easter Encampments, a Night of Champions (post CF wind-down revel for those that still had any
energy left back in those days), a College Anniversary, a couple of St Jude’s Encampments, numerous
tourneys, a couple of Collegia, and Canterbury Faires 2003, 2005 and 2015. I also cooked the feast for
a Baronial Anniversary which led me to a much greater appreciation of our cooks and kitchen hands.
If you thought the idea of booking a hall and making sure there was enough bog-roll for the event
was daunting, try nightmares about not causing mass food poisoning.
I’ve been privileged to participate in a large number of demonstrations. I particularly remember a
series of dances we practiced and performed for the Festival of Dance in 1998 and would love to see
dancing become a regular feature at events again. I’ve promoted the SCA at A&P shows and various
displays and participated in a large number of demonstrations to school groups.
Throughout my work for the group I’ve never been one to shy away from the tough jobs or not ask
the hard questions. Where I’ve seen something that didn’t seem right to me I’ve said so. In many
cases when people have made good arguments I’ve been persuaded from my original opinion to
another, and in some I’ve stood firm because I felt my reasons were well-founded. A person must be
honest with themselves if they ever hope to be honest with others.
I’ve also found it important to occasionally break the mould and try new things. When I originally
took up archery there were no practices, so I started them on Holmwood Green at the University. I
organised monthly combat archery practices for a time as well. When it became clear that we were
out-growing the Canterbury Faire site at Journey’s End, I found the new venue at Waipara – a move
which initially encountered some resistance and then overwhelming approval when people found their
tent pegs no longer needed to be ¾” thick and driven in by sledgehammers. Not to mention being
able to put tents up in the shade. More recently as Seneschal I implemented online council meetings
to allow those that might not be able to make it in person, particularly those in Wildmoor to
participate. I also pushed for weekly practices to be combined, in an effort to allow people to get
involved with a wider range of activities and provide a venue for wider socialisation particularly for
newcomers. I realise that not all changes suit all people but on the whole I think these have been
beneficial and were always intended to bring more people together to enjoy the Society.
I’ve been honoured to receive several awards, for armoured combat, archery and service. I was
particularly honoured to receive a Gauntlet of Caid, and have strived to live up to that on the tourney
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field ever since. The award I prize most though is the Coeur Loyale, as it represents to me the
satisfaction one feels for a job well done and the appreciation we feel for the efforts others make
which directly impact upon the game for our immediate group. I am squired to Sir Callum McLeod
whom I regard as an exemplar of chivalry and honour. Recently I have been focussing on woodwork
as a means of better furnishing my encampment.
From us both:
We believe we would work well together on your behalf for a number of reasons. Between us we are
interested in or have been involved in a wide range of activities giving us personal insight into the
challenges and rewards such activities entail. We also have strengths in different areas, Richard
particularly in organisation and Ginevra in developing social bonds and understanding. Having
worked together closely for several years as officers and known each other as friends for much longer
we know we communicate well and can bring different points of view to a conversation. We notice
and appreciate different things, which is important when recognising the different contributions
everyone makes to the Society.
Should we be selected to be Baron and Baroness, we make the following pledges:
We would strive to make newcomers feel welcome and show them what a great bunch of people
there are in the Barony, so that they might join us, and be filled with the same passion for learning
about the Middle Ages as we are.
We would strive to recognise the contributions of everyone, ensure that they feel appreciated for their
efforts and that the Crown is aware of the enrichment they bring to the Kingdom. As part of this we
hope to make everybody see that the group is more than the sum of its parts, and for the Dream to be
realised it takes many diverse efforts in combination.
Lastly we would strive to do for others what those people that organised and attended our first events
did for us; to create those “magic moments” – times when just for a second or a few minutes we look
around and think to ourselves “yes, this could be the Middle Ages”, moments that make all of our
efforts worthwhile, the lively fluttering of pennants in the breeze, a cheer for a well-struck blow on
the field, the satisfaction of a perfectly executed dance, the rich smell of a feast, the smile of a
newcomer sporting the first piece of garb they made for themselves, or the simple pleasure of rowdy
songs around a campfire. These are the moments we cherish and if you choose us to be your Baron
and Baroness, these are the moments we will strive to create.
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Polling Form
The purpose of this form is to gather information of the populace’s preferences of the candidates to
succeed the current Baron and Baroness of Southron Gaard.
The poll will close on 31 October 2015. All poll responses must be received by this date.
This form may be filled in and sent by email to the Crown (crown@lochac.sca.org) or mailed to the
address at the bottom of the form. All mailed forms will be forwarded unopened to the Crown at the close
of the polling period.
Legal Name:

Phone Number:

SCA Name:

SCA Group:

Age if under 18:
SCANZ Member?

Yes / No

If Yes, Membership No:

Other pertinent details about yourself (Optional):

Notes for the questions below.
1.
Support Y/N – Please indicate if you could support these candidates even if they are not your
preferred candidates. This information helps determine if any candidates are ‘substantively opposed by
the populace’.
2.
Commentary – Please provide info on what you think the candidates will bring to the role. Also
let us know if you have any concerns about their candidacy. If you need more space, please attach another
sheet of paper.
3.
Preference 1 to 5 – Please indicate your preferences, you may equally preference candidates if
you wish. 1 is most preferred to 5 which is least preferred.

Please return the SEALED polling form to:
Southron Gaard Baronial Succession
c/o Scott Campbell
10 Clotilda Place
Bishopdale
Christchurch 8053
Polling forms MUST be returned and received by the 31st of October 2015.
The polling forms are available as either:
 a PDF: sg.lochac.sca.org/docs/SouthronGaardBaronial_polling_form.pdf, or a
 Word Document: sg.lochac.sca.org/docs/SouthronGaardBaronial_polling_form.doc
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Please provide the following information to assist the Crown to determine the most appropriate choices
for your next Baron/Baroness. Please mark ‘No’ for any candidates that you could not support. Please
give reasons for ‘yes’ and ‘no’ choices.
Candidates

Support
Y/N

Commentary

Preference
1 (most
preferred) to 5
(least preferred)

Baroness Agnes
Graye and Lady
Elena di Luciano de
Medici
(Robyn and Niamh
Winters)

The Honourable
Lady Aveline
Goupil and Herrin
Chunegund
Screivogelin
(Sandra Wheeler
and Joanna Squires)

The Honourable
Lord Richard
d'Allier and The
Honourable Lady
Ginevra Isabella di
Serafino Visconti
(Richard Goodwin
and Elizabeth Kent)
Any other comments (additional paper may be folded within this ballot if required):

Signature:

Date:
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Southron Gaard Regnum
(Being a list of the current Baronial Officers and their official email addresses)
Baron & Baroness:
Seneschal:
Tour d’Or Herald:
Reeve:
Knight Marshal:
Arts & Sciences:
Chronicler:
Chatelaine:
Chirurgeon
Constable:
Crescents Officer
Librarian
Quartermaster:
Web scribe:
Captain of Archers:
Captain of Rapier:
Lists Officer:

Oswyn Carolus and Isabel Maria del Aguila
Richard d'Allier
Aveline Goupil
James of Southron Gaard
Elena Sophia Luciano de Medici
Agnes ðe kyrii
Eleanora van den Bogaerde
Phillipe de Tournay
Currently Vacant
Raffe de Massard
Lady Csperka
Melisande de Massard
Raffe de Massard
Ginevra de Serafino Visconti
Currently Vacant
James of Southron Gaard
Melisande de Massard

BandB@sg.lochac.sca.org
seneschal@sg.lochac.sca.org
herald@sg.lochac.sca.org
reeve@sg.lochac.sca.org
marshal@sg.lochac.sca.org
arts@sg.lochac.sca.org
chronicler@sg.lochac.sca.org
chatelaine@sg.lochac.sca.org
chirurgeon@sg.lochac.sca.org
constable@sg.lochac.sca.org
crescents@sg.lochac.sca.org
library@sg.lochac.sca.org
quartermaster@sg.lochac.sca.org
web@sg.lochac.sca.org
archers@sg.lochac.sca.org
rapier@sg.lochac.sca.org
lists@sg.lochac.sca.org
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SCA Groups in
New Zealand
(see websites for more details)

OTAGO
Subscribing Membership:
Grants full rights of participation in the SCA (including voting, entering
Crown Tournaments, holding office and affiliate membership with
overseas branches).
Subscribing membership also includes a subscription to Pegasus, the
Lochac Kingdom Newsletter in either electronic or paper form.
1 Year with E-Pegasus $ 15.00
3 Years with E-Pegasus $ 30.00
1 Year with Pegasus
3 years with Pegasus

$ 45.00
$105.00

Incipient Canton of
Wildmoor

College of St Kessog
(dormant)
kessog.lochac.sca.org

WELLINGTON
Shire of Darton
darton.lochac.sca.org

Event Membership:
For all non-members aged 18 years or over attending an event.
Event membership lasts for the duration of that event only and is not
sufficient to hold office or fight in Crown Tournament etc.
If the event has a cost, and it is not held by a College, the levy will be
charged.
Per event

$ 2.00

A SCA(NZ) Inc. membership form is included on the final page of this
newsletter, or can be accessed on the SCA(NZ) website.

AUCKLAND
Barony of Ildhafn
ildhafn.lochac.sca.org
Sunday:
Monday:
(biweekly)
Wednesday:
Thursday:

A & S, Singing
Sewing
Fencing
Dance

HAMILTON

For further information visit the official SCA(NZ) Inc. website at:

www.sca.org.nz

Canton of Cluain
cluain.lochac.sca.org
Wed: Fight Practice (non SCA)
3rd Sat: Hastilude
3rd Sun: Archery
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